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TRANSLATED POETRY: TANU SHARMA

My friend, PhD, and Dalit Literature

“ ‘What is happening to my country?

People like you are splitting this country, annihilating

This nation

Is this even a topic for a PhD- ‘Dalit Fiction’

A curious scorn was this

My friend met with in an English professor selection interview
Board

Of the revered noble class belonging VC of an esteemed university.

The tirade didn’t stop here

In fact, he interjected garrulously like an express train
“Literature is literature, my child

Where did ‘Dalit’ come from...

Tomorrow You will bring-

Dalit Mathematics

Dalit Science
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Dalit Geography

And Dalit - what not?

The Ambedkar you venerate

Was a traitor, determined to divide the country
Poor Gandhi! In the name of Partition earned
Ignominy

When the real villain was Ambedkar.”

My friend contemplates
About her PhD topic
About her on going PhD

To change or to leave

PhD, PhD which has become a punishable crime!

My friend, a Brahmin girl,

Intends to divide the country?, ruminates the fact,

Purposefully annihilate the country, muses on

Deeds of transpired past have survived through the present

My efforts intend to not let the future be marred

Really, writing-reading about Dalits is a crime in this country?

I discerned a difference between the two

The One says ‘My Country’, my friend says ‘Ours’

Possibly this is the only difference between yesterday’s stench and today’s essence.

Original in Hindi By- Surendra Zinsi
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